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Art Unit: 3677 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claims 1 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as containing 
subject matter which was not described in the specification in such a way as to 
reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the 
application was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. In each of claim 1 and 
14, the radial surface not making contact with the point of the flange is considered new 
matter. To the contrary, the radial surface, which is claimed as the curved surface 83, is 
described to "slide[s] over" the point of the flange (page 19, line 10-14) which implies 
contact. Even according to the drawings, it is unclear how the ring could snap in to the 
groove without contact between the curved surface of the ring and the corner of the 
flange. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claim 1 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Seibert (US 
3,045,265). Seibert discloses a ring (130 or 30) having a non-circular opening (see 
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Figs. 4 and 9) and having a top and contacting surface wherein since the ring is round, 
the radius of curvature would be 50% of the thickness and also by fact that the ring is 
round in various section of the periphery of the ring could read as different surfaces. In 
claim 1 , the actuator is claimed only as an intended use of the ring of which ring of 
Seibert would be capable of. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USG § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claim 14 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Toh (US 
6,856,485) in view of Seibert. Toh discloses an actuator arm comprising an actuator 
(29), an actuator pivot bearing (31) including a bearing groove wherein the upper 
surface of the bearing groove is read as an "actuator pivot bearing flange" and a snap 
ring (32) received in the groove but, does not disclose the specifics of the snap ring a 
claimed. Seibert discloses a ring (130 or 30) having a non-circular opening (see Figs. 4 
and 9) and having a top and inner surface wherein since the ring is round, the radius of 
curvature would be 50% of the thickness and also by fact that the ring is round in 
various section of the periphery of the ring could read as different surfaces. At the time 
the invention was made, it would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art to 
form the ring of Toh as shown in Seibert because the ring as in Seibert would be easier 
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to manufacture since it is simply formed from a wire stock. The limitation wherein the 
does not contact the point of the bearing flange is a product-by-process limitation 
wherein it is only the final product considered. 

Response to Remarks 

Applicant's remarks have been considered but, no response is believed 
necessary in light of the above rejection. 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Flemming Saether whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7071 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Judy Swann can be reached on 571-272-7075. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Conclusion 




rleirjmifjg Saether 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3677 



